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Winter 2025
Kitchen Plans

In September, we announced our plans to refurbish and hopefully replace much of the equipment in our shop kitchen. The kitchen extension was originally built in 1988 and last refurbished in 2008, when the shop became a community enterprise. It has served us wonderfully over the years and the original decoration and many of its fixtures were kindly donated by villagers.
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The dishwasher, for example, was already second-hand when it was given to us by our former team member Andrew, over ten years ago! However, with the phenomenal success of the café in recent years, the time has come for an upgrade. The kitchen desperately needs replastering and redecorating, with a new floor surface, improved lighting and a proper heat extraction system. We’re then hoping to install a modern dishwasher, new ovens, chillers, and freezers to help us work faster and meet today’s hygiene standards. All the old cabinets will need to be replaced with stainless-steel worktops and shelving to meet current heath standards. We also hope to create a dedicated workstation in the new kitchen for processing weekly orders.

Plans are now underway and we anticipate that much of the work will be carried out in the New Year by our amazing volunteers, with lots of support from the village. We’re aiming to complete everything before next spring, ready for our busiest café season from May to September. The total cost of the project is expected to be over £11,000, so the shop is working hard to raise these funds as quickly as possible.
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Race Night
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In September, we held our first fundraising Race Night event to support our new kitchen fund. Our very own chairman, Richard Whitby acted as compère and host, introducing over 40 enthusiastic villagers to the fun of random horse racing. These were real races recorded from around the world, projected on the big screen with the horses having entirely made-up names and shuffled for viewing at random. This way, each race was had an unknown outcome.
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Our enthusiastic punters placed their bets on random horse numbers and cheered them on with great excitement. Each race had a prize of over £40 and some lucky winners took home over £70 in a single race! Best of all, the evening raised almost £1,000 toward our Kitchen Appeal. A huge thank you to everyone who joined in and helped make the night such a success.
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Crowdfunding

Alongside this race event, we also launched a JustGiving page last month to ask the village and our wider supporters to donate toward the above kitchen works. The response has been incredible. So far, the page has raised £2,770, with a further £1,000 donated directly in the shop.
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That’s a total of £4,770 we have raised already. We are so grateful to the 58 (and counting!) generous supporters who have so far contributed. The page is still open if you’d like to help us reach our target. link:https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/longboroughvillageshop. 

Every little bit brings us closer to a brighter, better kitchen.
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Harvest Festival Foodbank

Each year, the shop supports our local North Cotswold Food Bank through donations and fundraising. While we give throughout the year, the church’s Harvest Festival is always important and this year the village shop donated an impressive 159kg of food, this is up on last year’s record of 127kg.
Thank you to everyone who dropped off tins, jars, and packets. Your kindness makes a real difference to local families in need.
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World Apple Day

As many of you know, we’re lucky to have an amazing pastry chef and baker on the team. Silke has worked in some of the most prestigious kitchens in the country. Our facilities might not (yet!) rival the Dorchester, but Silke still manages to create the most mouth-watering bakes with our well-worn oven.

For World Apple Day last month, Silke, (with the help of Charles and Sue) baked two enormous apple strudels using this year’s bumper crop of local apples. They were baked fresh in the shop and didn’t last long, quickly snapped up by grateful café customers, along with her delicious apple cake!
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Silke also regularly treats us to her own cakes, and this Christmas she’ll be offering some seasonal specials to complement our regular chocolate, coffee walnut and carrot cakes, donated by Anne, who is our other talented local baker.

If you love to bake, why not join in? We’ll happily provide the flour and eggs if you can offer the kitchen and the love. Every cake, tart, or traybake helps make our café a little more special and it’s a lovely way to share your talents with the village.
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A Taste of the Cotswolds: Introducing our own Longborough Hedgerow Gin
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There’s something rather special about late summer in Longborough. The evenings draw in, the hedgerows glisten with berries and the shop comes together for one of our favourite annual traditions, our Longborough Tasting Evening.

Now a much-loved annual event in the village calendar when we invite locals to help us select the next Longborough spirit, distilled for us right here in the Cotswolds. Over the past few years, this collaboration has produced some truly memorable beverages.

In 2023, the community chose what became our own dry gin with a hint of Longborough Plum. This has since become a firm favourite, selling hundreds of bottles each year. Last year’s autumn tasting took us further afield, exploring various rums from the Caribbean and creating on our own unique spiced rum infused with local oak and blackberries. This was another great success last Christmas and into the summer. We may still have a few bottles left [image: image17.jpg]


on our shelves.
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This year, we are returning to our Cotswold roots. We provided our distillers with damsels, blackberries, plums, cherries and elderberries from around the village. We wanted to craft a new gin that truly captures the spirit of our Cotswolds countryside. After a lively evening of tasting, discussion, and plenty of laughter, the majority our panel chose what is now our latest creation: Longborough Hedgerow Gin.
This beautifully smooth sipping gin is infused with damsons and a hint of blackberries and offers a subtle sweetness that makes it wonderfully versatile. Enjoy it neat as a digestif alongside cheese and biscuits or elevate your evening with what we call a Cotswold Kir by mixing our gin with Champagne or sparkling wine. For something lighter, try it as a long drink with Sicilian lemonade and ice.
Longborough Hedgerow Gin is now available in the shop and ready for you to taste at the counter. It’s priced at £22 for a 50cl bottle and £28 for the larger 70cl and will be on sale through to Christmas. But stocks are limited and these bottles rarely last long.

So, pop in soon, raise a glass, and share in the latest chapter of our Longborough spirit story.
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The Magic of Christmas in Longborough Shop
Christmas is coming and early in November our little shop window was once again transformed from its autumnal, Halloween glow into a full festive wonderland. This year’s Christmas window is another triumph from our incredibly talented Anna, who has again created a scene straight out of a storybook. Santa’s postbox is already waiting for letters from the children of the village.
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Inside, our elves have been hard at work setting up the new Christmas range, filling the shelves with gifts, treats and seasonal goodies. It certainly helps that our shop looks every bit the part, a picture-perfect image of Christmas in the Cotswolds.
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To celebrate the launch of the festive season, we hosted a very special evening of shopping and sharing. The shop was filled with the sound of carols and the scent of mince pies, made extra indulgent with a dash of our own Longborough Spiced Rum, while villagers enjoyed the first tastings of our new Hedgerow Gin. For those preferring something gentler, we also served warming alcohol-free mulled wine in the café, where the atmosphere was buzzing with festive cheer.
This event marked the start of our Christmas programme, which continues throughout December.

· On Friday 6th December, we’ll host our popular Wreath-Making Class in the afternoon.

· On Tuesday 10th December, Silke is presenting a Festive Biscuit Workshop, perfect for bakers of all ages.
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Once again, Anne Taylor will be offering her lovely wrapping services, presenting your Christmas gifts in our beautiful Longborough Hampers for a small donation.
We are also thrilled to announce our biggest-ever Christmas Raffle, raising funds to help re-fit the shop kitchen. This year’s grand prize, worth over £200, is now on display in the shop. So, be sure to take a look and get your tickets at the till!
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Finally, don’t forget to place your Christmas orders by filling in the form that came with this newsletter or pick one up in the shop. Your order, large or small, makes a real difference to our success.

The shop and café will remain open right up until Christmas Eve, with plenty of time to pick up those last-minute gifts and festive treats. We’ll be closed on Christmas Day and Boxing Day to give our team a well-earned rest before welcoming everyone back on the 27th up to the New Year.

So do pop in, soak up the festive spirit, and see what we’ve prepared for this magical season. From all of us at the shop Thank you for your support, and a very Merry Christmas!
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Financial Update: A Positive Year for Our Village Shop

As we head into the festive season, we are pleased to share that overall sales have been stronger this year than in recent years, which is a very encouraging sign for our little shop and café. Thanks to the steady support of our customers and volunteers, we’re entering Christmas in good financial shape.
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That said, this year has not been without its challenges. Like many small businesses, we’ve seen rising costs in areas such as wages, electricity, and food prices, all of which have had an impact on our overall returns. Even so, we are delighted to report that we will again make a positive return this year and that’s before taking into account the fundraising so far toward our planned kitchen refurbishment.

This success is, above all, a reflection of our wonderful community. Your loyalty as shoppers, your generosity as volunteers, and your continued enthusiasm and support for our village shop and café makes all the difference. It’s your involvement that keeps the shelves stocked, the café humming, and the spirit of Longborough alive and well.

From everyone on the shop team. Merry Christmas and thank you all for helping us continue to thrive as the heart of our village.

